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after PCR amplification for these families was rather low, irrespec-
tive of the PCR conditions [1,3]. A low level of expression for these 
V{J families in healthy volunteers was also reported by Robinson [5] . 
In our hands, theoretically determined melting temperatures often 
do not correlate with optimal PCR conditions. As stated earlier 
[1 ,3J, our approach is not suitable for absolute quantitative analysis. 
But as all families are amplified under the same conditions in the 
same experiment, semiquantitative results can be obtained, by com-
paring the signal intensities. 
The authors state that PCR products ofV{J gene families consist-
ing of a relatively large number of members, for instance Vp 6, will 
always reveal more intense signals in the gels compared with V{J 
genes composed of a small number of members, for instance V{J1. 
Recently evidence was put forward that the usage ofVP gene seg-
ments is not proportional to the gene number [5]. This is also con-
firmed by our experiments [1,3]; therefore we can not agree on this 
statement. 
We confirm, as stated eariier [3], that especially in samples with a 
low tumor-cell density the method used by our group is not suitable 
to detect the malignant T-cell population. This was not the focus of 
this paper, because we wished to study the Vp-gene family usage in 
these malignancies and to investigate whether there was a restricted 
V{J family usage in T -cell malignancies, as was suggested by others 
[6]. Our data indicated that indeed one or two V {J gene families were 
selected, without a preferential V p gene family usage in either of the 
patients with mycosis fungoides or in the cases with nodal T-cell 
NHL. 
BOOK REVIEW 
A Practical Gu'ide to Human Cancer Genetics. By S. V. Hodg-
son and E. R. Maher, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 
1993 (240 pp, S83). 
This slim volume is designed to be a concise reference to cancer 
genetics for both the clinician and the basic scientist. The book is 
organized into 5 parts. A short (22-page) review of general princi-
ples of cancer genetics, and a 16-page appendix covering fundamen-
tals of molecular biology and mechanisms of inheritance surround 
the meat of the book: genetics of human cancers by site of origin and 
inherited cancer predisposition syndromes (in alphabetical order). 
The final section contains more than 800 references from Ab-
bassioun, K. to Zwetsloot, C. P. There is a 12-page index. 
The descriptions of cancers by organ site and syndrome include 
clinical features, mention of associated syndromes, and a summary 
of reported chromosomal and molecular abnormalities. There fre-
quently are comments about methods of following patients for 
cancer detection or prevention and availability of prenatal diagnosis. 
Most are authoritative, concise, and readable. 
Although covering cancer genetics in general, the authors detail 
more than 50 disorders with dermatologic components. There is a 
very useful table listing many inherited disorders associated with 
skin neoplasms. (U nfortunately the tables are not listed separately in 
the Table of Contents and are thus hard to find.) The disorders 
range from the common (e.g., albinism) to the extremely rare: 
Rombo syndrome (follicular atrophy of the cheeks in childhood and 
basal cell carcinoma in the third decade in a four-generation family) . 
There are nice descriptions of neurofibromatosis, tuberous sclerosis, 
and xeroderma pigmentosum (inexplicably spelled two different 
ways in the same section). 
The organization of the skin disorders appears to be rather arbi-
trary: "inherited conditions predisposing to dermatologic malig-
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nancy" include epidermodysplasia verruciformis whereas dysplastic 
nevus syndrome is in "skin tumors and inherited disorders predis-
posing to skin tumors" but xeroderma pigmentosum is in "inherited 
cancer predisposing syndrome." The best approach for the reader is 
to refer to the Table of Contents, which is generally in alphabetical 
order and thus also serves as an index of disorders. 
Unfortunately the coverage is variable: for example, there are 
only five lines of text on epidermodysplasia verruciformis and the 
only references to human papilloma virus typing date to 1979. Pro-
teus syndrome is described without noting the similarity to neurofi-
bromatosis. Indeed the famed "elephant man" probably had Proteus 
syndrome rather than von Recklinghausen disease. The failure to 
explain acronyms is rather annoying: NAME syndrome is also 
called LAMB syndrome but neither acronym is decoded. 
J found the sections on principles of genetics (part 1) and the 
appendix on fundamentals of genetics to be real gems. They cover 
important principles concisely and provide many useful tables. 
There is a good description of types of chromosomal defects and 
nomenclature plus a sophisticated discussion of sing le gene defects 
including difference between expression and penetrance of domi-
nant disorders, gonadal mosaicism, X-linked dominant inherited 
disorders, mitochondrial mutations, and genomic imprinting. They 
discuss topics as basic as molecular mechanisms of carcinogenesis 
and those as practical as ethical issues in human cancer genetics. 
I found this book to be a useful, though variable, concise com.pen-
dium of clinical cancer genetic disorders with valuable reviews of 
the scientific foundations of human genetics. 
Kenneth Kraemer 
Bethesda, Maryland 
